LIFE AND WORKS OF VAZHAKUNNAM VASVDEVAN NAMBbDIR!

inteipreters. The influlence of the same was deeper than the level
of appreciation. It penetrated into the depths of certain creative
minds, that emerged themselves as a galaxy of Bhagavata inter-
preters with Vazhakunnam at its centre. Of them the names of
Tattayoor Unni Nambudiripad, Tottam Vasudevan Nambudiri,
Venmani Paramesvaran Nambudiripad, Patirisseri Damodaran
Nambudiri, and Nenminimangalam Vasudevan Nambudiri, are
worth mentioning. All his desciples have been traversing the path
in the light of Vazhakunnam, the tortch bearer. Even after the
demise of Vazhakunnam, his disciples were able to maintain their
heights attracting devotees around them. They were also spread-
ing the message of Bhagavata from different centres in Kerala and
outside. A subsequent array of Bhagavata preachers like Venmani
Vishnu, Venmani Krishnan Nambudiripad, Tottam Krishnan
Nambudiri and so on have been playing their role in continuation.
All these Bhagavata expounders in turn have been doing their best
to the noble cause of increasing the number of devotees and
spreading far and wide the fame of Guruvayur temple. Tattayoor
Unni Nambudiripad, the direct disciple ofVazhakunnam did settle
permanantly in the vicinity of the Guruvayur temple.

It was Vazhakunnam who initiated Ottur Unni Nambudiripad
in conducting the public exposition of Bhagavata,10 at Guruvayur
temple. It is noteworthy that Vazhakunnam pointed out to Anjarn
Madhavan Nambudiri that as a beginner he should recite the text

10. Swami Tapasyananda, Sriramakrsnakamamrtam of Ottur Unni
Nambudiripad, Sri Ramakrishna Math, Madras 1975, p.iv.
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